The Evolution Of Man

                                                   “Why have you come? Do you think? 

    Are you joining me? You can’t. I am whole. 

                                                          I am. Lier. I’m a lier…” (Vacuum)
     Beginnings of sentient life when gods and men take rise in, and from, one and the same point which is the one universal, immutable, eternal, and absolute unity. In its primary manifested aspect we have seen it become in the sphere of objectivity and physics, primordial substance and force (centripetal and centrifugal, positive and negative, male and female, spirit and matter).The “Book of the concealed mystery” says that  worlds and men were formed and destroyed, under the law of evolution and from pre-existing material, until both the planets and their men, in our case our Earth and its animal and human races, became what they are now in the present cycle: opposite polar forces, an equilibrized compound of spirit and matter, of the positive and the negative, of the male and the female. Before man could become male and female physically, his prototype, the creating Elohim, had to arrange his form on this sexual plane astrally. That is to say, the atoms and the organic forces, descending into the plane of the given differentiation, had to be marshalled in the order intended by nature, so as to be ever carrying out, in an immaculate way, that law which the Kabala calls the balance, through which everything that exists does so as male and female in its final perfection, in this present stage of materiality. And the Eastern root idea proclaims that the active power, the perpetual motion of the great breath only awakens kosmos at the dawn of every new period, setting it into motion by means of the two contrary forces, and thus causing it to become objective on the plane of illusion. The celestial ocean, the ether is the breath of the Father, the life-giving principle, the Mother, the holy spirit, for these are not separated, and their union is life. And this union, the web, is the Universe spun out of the two substances made in one. This one is of dual nature, the former containing the potentiality of the male element, the latter that of the female element, the two forming a combined nature. These two were one; yet unconscious of being two. In this duality were contained the male, dark and muscular being, and the female, fair and weaker or more delicate being. 
The two potencies, spirit and matter, the union will produce that terrestrial symbol of the heavenly man in space - Perfect Man. In the Sankhya philosophy, spirit is spoken of as something impotent unless he mounts on the shoulders of matter, which, left alone, is - senseless. But in the secret philosophy they are viewed as graduated. Though one and the same thing in their origin, spirit and matter, when once they are on the plane of differentiation, begin each of them their evolutionary progress in contrary directions - spirit falling gradually into matter, and the latter ascending to its original condition, that of a pure spiritual substance. Both are inseparable, yet ever separated. In polarity, on the physical plane, two like poles will always repel each other, while the negative and the positive are mutually attracted, so do spirit and matter stand to each other - the two poles of the same homogeneous substance, the root - principle of the universe. It is only by the attractive force of the contrasts that the two opposites - spirit and matter - can be cemented on earth, and, smelted in the fire of self-conscious experience and suffering, find themselves wedded in eternity. Spirit and matter are the two states of the one, which is neither spirit nor matter, both being the absolute life, latent. (Book of Dzyan, Comm. III., par. 18). Spirit is the first differentiation of space; and matter the first differentiation of spirit. That, which is neither spirit nor matter - that is it - the causeless cause of spirit and matter, which are the cause of kosmos. And that we call the one life or the intra-cosmic breath. Nature in man must become a compound of spirit and matter before he becomes what he is; and the spirit latent in matter must be awakened to life and consciousness gradually. The monad has to pass through its mineral, vegetable and animal forms, before the light of the logos is awakened in the animal man. Therefore, till then, the latter cannot be referred to as "man," but has to be regarded as a monad imprisoned in ever changing forms. Evolution, not creation, by means of words is recognized in the philosophies of the East. Starting upon the long journey immaculate; descending more and more into sinful matter, and having connected himself with every atom in manifested space - the pilgrim/monad, having struggled through and suffered in every form of life and being, is only at the bottom of the valley of matter, and half through his cycle, when he has identified himself with collective humanity. This, he has made in his own image. In order to progress upwards and homewards, the "god" has now to ascend the weary uphill path of the Golgotha of life. It is the martyrdom of self-conscious existence. He has to sacrifice himself to himself in order to redeem all creatures, to resurrect from the many into the one life. Then he ascends into heaven indeed; where, plunged into the incomprehensible absolute being and bliss of paranirvana, he reigns unconditionally, and whence he will redescend again at the next "coming." 
Evolution proceeds in cycles. On the descending arc it is the spiritual which is gradually transformed into the material. On the middle line of the base, spirit and matter are equilibrized in man. On the ascending arc, spirit is slowly re-asserting itself at the expense of the physical, or matter, so that, at the close of the seventh race of the seventh round, the monad will find itself as free from matter and all its qualities as it was in the beginning; having gained in addition the experience and wisdom, the fruition of all its personal lives, without their evil and temptations. The monad has, during the cycle of its incarnations, to reflect in itself every root-form of each kingdom. Therefore, the Kabalists say correctly that man becomes a stone, a plant, an animal, a man, a spirit, and finally god. Thus accomplishing his cycle or circuit and returning to the point from which he had started as the heavenly man. But by "man" the divine monad is meant, and not the thinking entity, much less his physical body. 

    In every religion we find the concealed deity forming the ground work; then the ray therefrom, that falls into primordial cosmic matter (first manifestation); then the androgyne result, the dual male and female abstract force, personified (second stage) ; this separates itself finally, in the third, into seven forces, called the creative powers by all the ancient religions, and the "virtues of god" by the christians. 

Each class of creators endows man with what it has to give: the one builds his external form; the other gives him its essence, which later on becomes the human higher self owing to the personal exertion of the individual; but they could not make men as they were themselves-perfect, because sinless; sinless, because having only the first, pale shadowy outlines of attributes, and these all perfect - from the human standpoint - white, pure and cold as the virgin snow. Where there is no struggle, there is no merit. Humanity, "of the earth earthy," was not destined to be created by the angels of the first divine breath: therefore they are said to have refused to do so, and man had to be formed by more material creators, who, in their turn, could give only what they had in their own natures, and no more. Subservient to eternal law, the pure gods could only project out of themselves shadowy men, a little less ethereal and spiritual, less divine and perfect than themselves - shadows still. The first humanity, therefore, was a pale copy of its progenitors; too material, even in its ethereality, to be a hierarchy of gods; too spiritual and pure to be men, endowed as it is with every negative perfection. Perfection, to be fully such, must be born out of imperfection, the incorruptible must grow out of the corruptible, having the latter as its vehicle and basis and contrast. Absolute light is absolute darkness, and vice versa. In fact, there is neither light nor darkness in the realms of truth. Good and evil are twins, the progeny of space and time, under the sway of maya. Separate them, by cutting off one from the other, and they will both die. Neither exists per se, since each has to be generated and created out of the other, in order to come into being; both must be known and appreciated before becoming objects of perception, hence, in mortal mind, they must be divided. 
The first race was the sons of yoga. It is shown in every ancient scripture and cosmogony that man evolved primarily as a luminous incorporeal form, over which, like the molten brass round the clay model of the sculptor, the physical frame of his body was built by, through, and from, the lower forms and types of animal terrestrial life. "The soul and the form when descending on earth put on an earthly garment," says the Zohar. 
The second race was the product by budding and expansion, the a-sexual form from the sexless shadow. The old (primitive) race merged in the second race, and became one with it. This is the mysterious process of transformation and evolution of mankind. The material of the first forms - shadowy, ethereal, and negative - was drawn or absorbed into, and thus became the complement of the forms of the second race. As the first race was simply composed of the astral shadows of the creative progenitors, having of course neither astral nor physical bodies of their own - this race never died. Its "men" melted gradually away, becoming absorbed in the bodies of their own "sweat-born" progeny, more solid than their own. The old form vanished and was absorbed by, disappeared in, the new form, more human and physical. There was no death in those days of a period more blissful than the golden age; but the first, or parent material was used for the formation of the new being, to form the body and even the inner or lower principles or bodies of the progeny. 
    The second race gives birth to the third - which itself is separated into three distinct divisions, consisting of men differently procreated. The first two of these are produced by an oviparous method, presumably unknown to modern natural history. While the early sub-races of the third humanity procreated their species by a kind of exudation of moisture or vital fluid, the drops of which coalescing formed an oviform ball - or shall we say egg? - which served as an extraneous vehicle for the generation therein of a foetus and child, the mode of procreation by the later races changed, in its results at all events. The early third race, then, is formed from drops of "sweat," which, after many a transformation, grow into human bodies. This is not more difficult to imagine or realise than the growth of the foetus from an imperceptible germ, which foetus develops into a child, and then into a strong, heavy man. The drops of perspiration changed into greater drops, which grew, expanded, and became ovoid bodies -- huge eggs. In these the human foetus gestated for several years. The little ones of the earlier races were entirely sexless - shapeless even for all one knows; but those of the later races were born androgynous. It is in the third race that the separation of sexes occurred. From being previously a-sexual, humanity became distinctly hermaphrodite or bi-sexual; and finally the man-bearing eggs began to give birth, gradually and almost imperceptibly in their evolutionary development, first, to beings in which one sex predominated over the other, and, finally, to distinct men and women. Man created no more - he begot. The sweat-born, the egg-bearing, and the androgyne, almost sexless, in its early beginnings, it became bisexual or androgynous; very gradually of course. The passage from the former to the latter transformation required numberless generations, during which the simple cell that issued from the earliest parent (the two in one), first developed into a bisexual being; and then the cell, becoming a regular egg, gave forth a unisexual creature. The third-race-mankind is the most mysterious of all the hitherto developed five races. The mystery of the "how" of the generation of the distinct sexes must, of course, be very obscure here, as it is the business of an embryologist and a specialist, the present work giving only faint outlines of the process. But it is evident that the units of the third race humanity began to separate in their pre-natal shells, or eggs, and to issue out of them as distinct male and female babes, ages after the appearance of its early progenitors. And, as time rolled on its geological periods, the newly born sub-races began to lose their natal capacities. Toward the end of the fourth sub-race, the babe lost its faculty of walking as soon as liberated from its shell, and by the end of the fifth, mankind was born under the same conditions and by the same identical process as our historical generations. This required, of course, millions of years.  It is only when, from a potential androgyne, man has become separated into male and female, that he will be endowed with this conscious, rational, individual soul.
   The evolution of man took place in this order: 1) sexless, as all the earlier forms are; 2) then, by a natural transition, he became, a solitary hermaphrodite, a bi-sexual being; and 3) finally separated and became what he is now.  Bi-sexual reproduction is an evolution, a specialized and perfected form on the scale of matter of the fissiparous act of reproduction. 
The progressive order of the methods of reproduction, as unveiled by science, is a brilliant confirmation of esoteric ethnology: 
I. Fission: a) as seen in the division of the homogeneous speck of protoplasm, known as moneron or amoeba, into two; b) as seen in the division of the nucleated cell, in which the cell-nucleus splits into two sub-nuclei, which either develop within the original cell-wall or burst it, and multiply outside as independent entities (the first root-race). 

II. Budding: small portion of the parent structure swells out at the surface and finally parts company, growing to the size of the original organism; e.g., many vegetables, the sea-anemone…(the second root-race).

III. Spores: a single cell thrown off by the parent organism, which develops into a multicellular organism reproducing the features of the latter, e.g., bacteria and mosses. 

IV. Intermediate hermaphroditism: male and female organs inhering in the same individual; e.g., the majority of plants, worms, and snails, etc.; allied to budding (second and early third root-races). 

V. True sexual union: later third root-race.
   Aristophanes speaks thus on the subject in Plato's "Banquet": "Our nature of old was not the same as it is now. It was androgynous, the form and name partaking of, and being common to both the male and female.  Their bodies were round, and the manner of their running circular. They were terrible in force and strength and had prodigious ambition. Hence Zeus divided each of them into two, making them weaker; Apollo, under his direction, closed up the skin." Meshia and Meshiane were but a single individual with the old persians. They also taught that man was the product of the tree of life, growing in androgynous pairs, till they were separated at a subsequent modification of the human form. In the “Generation of Adam”, the verse "god created man in his image, in the image of god created he him, male and female created he them." The sexless race was the gods’ first production, a modification of and from themselves, the pure spiritual existences; and this was Adam. Thence came the second race: Adam-Eve or Jod-Heva, inactive androgynes; and finally the third, or the separating hermaphrodite, Cain and Abel, who produce the fourth, Seth-Enos. And the union of wisdom and intelligence, the former ruling the latter, is called in the hermetic books "the god possessing the double fecundity of the two sexes." Mystically Jesus was held to be man-woman. See also in the Orphic hymns, sung during the mysteries, we find: "Zeus is a male, Zeus is an immortal maid." The egyptian Ammon was the goddess Neith, in his other half. Jupiter has female breasts, Venus is bearded in some of her statues, and Ila, the goddess, is also Su-Dyumna, the god, as Vaivasvata's progeny. 
Every nation held its first god and gods to be androgynous; nor could it be otherwise, since they regarded their distant primeval progenitors, their dual-sexed ancestors, as divine beings and gods, just as do the chinese to this day. But there are myths which speak for themselves. In this class we may include the double-sexed first creators of every cosmogony. The greek Zeus-Zen (ether), and Chthonia (the chaotic earth) and Metis (water), his wives; Osiris and Isis-Latona-the former god also representing ether, the first emanation of the supreme deity, Amun, the primeval source of light; the goddess earth and water again; Mithras, the rock-born god, the symbol of the male mundane fire, or the personified primordial light, and Mithra, the fire goddess, at once his mother and his wife; the pure element of fire (the active, or male principle) regarded as light and heat, in conjunction with earth and water, or matter, the female or passive element of cosmical generation-all these are records of the primeval divine hermaphrodite.The logos, like Jupiter or Zeus, son of Kronos-Saturn, infinite time, in their origin were represented as male-female. Zeus is said to be the "beautiful virgin," and Venus is made bearded. Apollo is originally bisexual, so is Brahma-Vach in Manu and the Puranas. Osiris is interchangeable with Isis, and Horus is of both sexes. Finally St. John's vision in Revelation, that of the logos, who is now connected with Jesus - is hermaphrodite, for he is described as having female breasts. Esotericism ignores both sexes. Its highest deity is sexless as it is formless, neither Father nor Mother; and its first manifested beings, celestial and terrestrial alike, become only gradually androgynous and finally separate into distinct sexes. 

The evolution of the human races goes from the divine Race. In the Book of Enoch we have Adam Kadmon, the first divine androgyne, (the symbol of the generative and creative power) separating into man and woman, and becoming Jah-Heva in one form, or race, and Cain and Abel (male and female) in its other form or race - the double-sexed Jehovah - an echo of its Aryan prototype, Brahma-Vach. After which come the third and fourth root-races of mankind - that is to say, races of men and women, or individuals of opposite sexes, no longer sexless semi-spirits and androgynes, as were the two races which precede them. This fact is hinted at in every anthropogony. It is found in fable and allegory, in myth and revealed scriptures, in legend and tradition. Because, of all the great mysteries, inherited by initiates from hoary antiquity, this is one of the greatest. It accounts for the bi-sexual element found in every creative deity, in Brahma-Viraj-Vach, as in Adam-Jehovah-Eve, also in "Cain-Jehovah-Abel." For "The Book of the Generations of Adam" does not even mention Cain and Abel, but says only: "Male and female created he them. . . and called their name Adam" (ch. v. 5). Then it proceeds to say: "And Adam begat a son in his own likeness, after his image, and called his name Seth" (v. 3); after which he begets other sons and daughters, thus proving that Cain and Abel are his own allegorical permutations. Adam stands for the primitive human race, especially in its cosmo-sidereal sense. The compound name of Jehovah, or Jah-Hovah, meaning male life and female life-first androgynous, then separated into sexes-is used in this sense in Genesis from ch. v. onwards. As the author of "The Source of Measures" says (p. 159): "The two words of which Jehovah is composed make up the original idea of male-female, as the birth originators"; for the Hebrew letter Jod was the membrum virile and Hovah was Eve, the mother of all living, or the procreatrix, Earth and Nature. The author believes, therefore, that "It is seen that the perfect one as originator of measures, takes also the form of birth-origin, as hermaphrodite one. The first and original meaning of Enos, the son of Seth, was the first race born in the present usual way from man and woman - for Seth is no man, but a race. Before him humanity was hermaphrodite. While Seth is the first result (physiologically) after the Fall, he is also the first man; hence his son Enos is referred to as the "Son of man." Seth represents the later third race. The identity between the Bible and the Puranas is very close: Brahma, who is also both man and god, and divides his body into male and female, stands in his esoteric meaning, as does Jehovah or Adam in the Bible, for the symbolical personification of creative and generative power, both divine and human. The "divine hermaphrodite" is then Brahma-Vach-Viraj; and that of the Semites, or rather of the Jews, is Jehovah-Cain-Abel. Seth is the leader and the progenitor of the races of the earth; for he is the son of Adam, exoterically, but esoterically he is the progeny of Cain and Abel, since Abel or Hebel is a female, the counterpart and female half of the male Cain, and Adam is the collective name for man and woman: "male and female created he them . . .and called their name Adam." Adam, is written with one letter, Jod or Yodh; therefore it must not be read Jehovah but Ieva, or Eve. The Adam of the first chapter is the spiritual, therefore pure, androgyne Adam Kadmon. When woman issues from the rib of the second Adam (of dust), the pure virgo is separated, and falling "into generation," or the downward cycle, becomes the emblem of sin and matter. The basic idea underlying the philosophy of the Hebrews was that god contained all things within himself and that man was his image; man, including woman (as androgynes); and that geometry and numbers (and measures applicable to astronomy) are contained in the terms man and woman. As says Rabbi Simeon: "Ah, companions, companions, man as an emanation was both man and woman, as well on the side of the Father as on the side of the Mother. And this is the sense of the words: 'And Elohim spoke: let there be light, and it was light'… and this is the two-fold man."  Light, then, in Genesis stood for the androgyne ray or "heavenly man." In the “Chaldean account of genesis” George Smith gives an engraving, from an early Babylonian cylinder, of the sacred tree, the serpent, man and woman. The tree has seven branches: three on the man's side, four on that of the female. These branches are typical of the seven root-races, in the third of which, at its very close, occurred the separation of the sexes and the so-called Fall into generation. The three earliest races were sexless, then hermaphrodite; the other four, male and female, as distinct from each other. 
 Thus the pristine bi-sexual unity of the human third root-race is an axiom in the secret doctrine.
